
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 4 
Topic Scales of Justice 
Selected Text (POR) Ma’at’s Feather 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• As historians, children will understand the importance of archaeology, use primary and secondary sources to make deductions and inferences from 
artefacts, about ways of life in Ancient Egypt. 

• Children will place events and people into correct periods of time through the creation of a timeline and use dates and vocabulary relating to the 
passing of time, including ancient and modern, BC and AD. BCE and CE. 

• Children will use a range of sources of information to find out about aspects of life in Ancient Egyptian, such as farming and how much of the life of 
Egypt depended on the Nile, pharaohs, religion, gods, burials, mummies and writing.  

• Children will develop an understanding of the skills needed to become an archaeologist.  
• As geographers, children will ask geographical questions about Egypt. Children will use and record information from atlases about Egypt and its 

location, identify and describe where Egypt is located and what it is like in terms of climate, landscape, employment and tourism. 
 

 
Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 

 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 11 
(Kidnapping) 
 
Article 14 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Create a class museum. 
Children to become museum 
detectives and explore what 
makes a museum successful 
(link to visit to British 
Museum). Discuss how a 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Consider how peoples’ lives 
are influenced by the climate 
and natural resources of 
where they live, River Nile and 
the desert.  We will consider 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Work on understanding the 
concepts of motivation and 
perseverance and how this 
influenced life in ancient 
Egypt. 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Look at the different 
communities in ancient 
Egypt.  What were their 
similarities and differences? 
What were their different 
structures? What are the 



(Freedom of thought, 
conscience, and religion) 
 
Article 28 
(Right to education) 

museum is run and what 
each person does. Give 
children museum job tiles 
with responsibilities to fulfil, 
curators, guards etc.  
 
 

our role as global citizens in 
ensuring these are protected. 
 

Explore how we can achieve 
personal goals with these 
qualities.  
 

links to communities around 
us nowadays? 
Explore the issue of 
safeguarding resources as 
part of a global community. 
 

 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  
MA’AT’S Feather: 

• Debate moral issues and 
write persuasive texts 

• Story writing a prequel and 
alternative ending.   

• Write a recount, diary entry of 
Qen’s day. 

• Newspaper report of the 
crime.  

• Use a glossary 
Ancient Egypt: 

• Retrieve and combine 
information from nonfiction 
texts. 

• Use the features of nonfiction 
text in own writing.   

• Take notes on mummification 
process. 

• Write a set of instructions 
how to make a mummy  

• Poetry- mummy rap 
• Write a quest adventure story. 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Children will ask their own 
questions, learn to 
hypothesise and reason, 
when debating the moral 
issues and dilemmas raised 
in Ma’at’s Feather.  

• To consider where Ancient 
Egyptian artefacts should be 
kept – discussion and debate.  

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Children will learn about 
belonging to a group and 
understanding the feelings of 
others.  

• Knowing and standing up for 
yourself. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Children will be able to work 
collaboratively and in groups 
during the topic using 

 
History Skills:  

• Study of a way of life, beliefs and achievements of the people living in 
Ancient Egypt and the influence their civilization has on the world 
today 

• Pupils develop an understanding of the chronology of places, events 
and people 

• Use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including 
ancient/modern, BCE, CE, century and decade 

• Learn about the characteristic features of Ancient Egypt, including 
ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children 
in the past. 

• Learn about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity Ancient 
Egypt. 

• Recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different 
ways, and give reasons for this 

• Find out about Ancient Egypt through appropriate range of sources, 
including ICT. 

• Recall, select and organise historical information. 
 
Geography Skills: 

• Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) in relation to Egypt. 



• Analyse, plan and write a 
persuasive leaflet, to 
persuade people to visit class 
museum.  

• Role play a tomb discovery.  
 

appropriate social and 
communication skills, such as 
listening, turn taking, 
encouraging others and 
making clear contributions. 

• Children will have to 
negotiate, respecting other’s 
roles within the group/ in 
partners and resolve conflicts 
as they arise.   

 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

• Ask geographical questions. 
• Use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs. 
• Identify and describe what places are like.                   
• Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 

variety of ways. 
 

Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 
 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme. 
 

 
All Living Things: 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 
• Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their local and wider environment. 
• Recognise that environments can change and that this can 

sometimes pose dangers to living things. 
 
Animals including humans: 

• Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive 
system in humans. 

• Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple 
functions. 

• Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 

 
Linked to science themes: 

• Children will learn about a desert habitat. They will learn that a habitat 
is a place where a collection of plants and animals live and which 
provides them with food and shelter. 

• Children will learn how animals and plants are adapted to the desert 
habitat. They will find out about the special features that help them to 
survive in desert conditions.  



• Children will understand what happens to water in the desert and why 
our bodies dehydrate. 

 
Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 

 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum. 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• Children will use sketchbooks to collect record and evaluate ideas. 
• They will improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting 

and sculpture with varying materials when creating Egyptian art, 
pyramids. Artefacts and 3D model of the Nile.  

• Children will examine Egyptian style drawings, make a tomb wall 
painting, experimenting with paint texture, make canopic jars. 

 
 


